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Alberto	  Alesina	   is	  the	  Nathaniel	  Ropes	  Professor	  of	  Political	  Economy	  at	  Harvard	  University.	  He	  served	  
as	  Chairman	  of	  the	  Department	  of	  Economics	  from	  2003	  -‐	  2006.	  He	  obtained	  his	  Ph.D.	  from	  Harvard	  in	  
1986.	  He	  is	  also	  a	  member	  of	  the	  National	  Bureau	  of	  Economic	  Research	  and	  the	  Center	  for	  Economic	  
Policy	  Research.	  He	  is	  a	  member	  of	  the	  Econometric	  Society	  and	  of	  the	  American	  Academy	  of	  Arts	  and	  
Sciences.	   He	   is	   a	   leader	   in	   the	   field	   of	   Political	   Economics	   and	   has	   published	   extensively	   in	   all	  major	  
academic	  journals	  in	  economics.	  He	  has	  published	  five	  books	  and	  edited	  many	  more.	  He	  has	  been	  a	  Co-‐
editor	   of	   the	   Quarterly	   Journal	   of	   Economics	   for	   eight	   years	   and	   Associate	   Editor	   of	  many	   academic	  
journals.	   He	   has	   published	   columns	   in	   many	   leading	   newspapers	   around	   the	   world	   and	   has	   visited	  
several	  institutions	  including	  MIT,	  Tel	  Aviv	  University,	  University	  of	  Stockholm,	  The	  World	  Bank,	  and	  the	  
IMF.	  	  

	  

Lorenzo	  Bini	  Smaghi	   is	  a	  visiting	  scholar	  at	  Harvard	  University's	  Weatherhead	  Center	   for	   International	  
Affairs.	  He	  is	  also	  Chairman	  of	  SnamReteGas,	  an	  energy	  company,	  and	  of	  Fondazione	  Palazzo	  Strozzi,	  a	  
mixed	   private-‐public	   institution	   promoting	   cultural	   initiatives	   in	   Florence.	   He	  was	   an	   Executive	   Board	  
Member	   of	   the	   European	   Central	   Bank	   from	   2005	   to	   2011.	   He	   was	   previously	   Director	   General	   for	  
International	   Financial	   Relations	   of	   the	   Italian	   Ministry	   of	   Economy	   and	   Finance;	   Deputy	   Director	   of	  
General	  Research	  of	  the	  ECB,	  Head	  of	  the	  Policy	  Division	  of	  the	  European	  Monetary	  Institute	  in	  Frankfurt	  
and	  Head	  of	  the	  Exchange	  Rate	  and	  International	  Trade	  Division	  of	  the	  Research	  Department	  of	  Banca	  
d'Italia	  in	  Rome.	  He	  was	  also	  Chairman	  of	  the	  board	  of	  SACE	  (Italy’s	  Ex-‐Im	  Bank),	  and	  board	  member	  of	  
MTS	  and	  Finmeccanica.	  He	  represented	  the	  Italian	  Treasury	  and	  the	  ECB	  in	  many	  international	  forums,	  
such	   as	   the	   G7,	   the	   G20,	   the	  WP3	   of	   the	   OECD,	   the	   EU	   Economic	   and	   Financial	   Committee.	   He	   has	  
published	  extensively	  on	  monetary	  and	  international	  economics	  and	  is	  the	  author	  of	  several	  articles	  and	  
books	  on	  international	  and	  European	  monetary	  and	  financial	   issues.	  He	  graduated	  in	  Economics	  at	  the	  
Université	  Catholique	  de	   Louvain,	   in	  Belgium,	   then	   received	  a	  master's	  degree	   in	  Economics	   from	   the	  
University	  of	  Southern	  California	  and	  a	  Ph.	  D.	  from	  the	  University	  of	  Chicago.	  

	  

Massimo	  Gaggi	  is	  a	  Columnist	  and	  Senior	  Correspondent	  based	  in	  New	  York	  for	  Italy’s	  leading	  news	  daily	  
Il	  Corriere	  della	  Sera	  (headquartered	  in	  Milan).	  	  Having	  served	  four	  years	  (2000-‐04)	  as	  Deputy	  Editor-‐in-‐
Chief,	  he	  currently	  writes	  a	  weekly	  column	  called	  “Visti	  da	  lontano”	  (“Seen	  From	  Afar”)	  which	  focuses	  on	  
American	   cultural	   changes	   and	   technological	   innovations	   vis-‐à-‐vis	   today’s	   Europe.	   After	   studying	  
political	  science	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Rome,	  his	  journalistic	  career	  began	  in	  1975	  at	  La	  Voce	  Repubblicana,	  
the	  then	  daily	  newspaper	  of	  the	  Italian	  Republican	  Party.	  From	  1979	  to	  1985	  he	  wrote	  for	  the	  business	  
daily	  Il	  Sole	  24	  Ore,	  initially	  covering	  industrial	  policy	  from	  their	  Milan	  headquarters,	  later	  corresponding	  
from	  Rome	  where	  he	  also	  served	  as	  Deputy	  Bureau	  Chief.	  In	  total,	  Massimo	  Gaggi	  has	  covered	  business	  
and	   fiscal	   policy	   at	   the	   Corriere	   for	   23	   years,	   including	   two	   years	   (1979-‐80)	   in	   New	   York	   as	   Special	  



Correspondent.	  In	  early	  2006	  he	  and	  co-‐author	  Edoardo	  Narduzzi	  released	  a	  book	  of	  essays	  entitled	  La	  
fine	  del	  ceto	  medio	  e	  la	  nascita	  della	  societa’	  low	  cost	  (The	  End	  of	  the	  Middle	  Class	  and	  the	  Birth	  of	  the	  
Low-‐Cost	   Society)	   which	   enjoyed	   wide	   success	   in	   Italy	   and	   was	   later	   published	   in	   several	   other	  
languages,	  including	  French	  and	  Spanish.	  Dio,	  Patria,	  Ricchezza	  (God,	  Country,	  Wealth),	  Massimo	  Gaggi’s	  
first	   book	   on	   the	   U.S.,	   was	   published	   in	   October	   2006.	   His	   next	   book,	   Piena	   disoccupazione	   (Full	  
Unemployment,	   co-‐authored	   by	   	   Edoardo	   Narduzzi)	   studies	   the	   impact	   of	   globalization	   and	  
technological	  changes	  on	  the	  labor	  market	  and	  was	  released	  by	  Einaudi	  in	  the	  Fall	  of	  2007.	  	  La	  Valanga.	  
Dalla	   crisi	   americana	   alla	   recessione	   globale	   (Avalanche:	   From	   the	   American	   Crisis	   to	   the	   Global	  
Recession)	  was	  published	  by	  Laterza	   in	  February	  2009.	  His	   last	  essay,	   L’Ultima	  Notizia,	  dalla	  crisi	  degli	  
imperi	  di	  carta	  al	  paradosso	  dell’era	  di	  vetro	  (The	  End	  of	  the	  News:	  From	  the	  Crisis	  of	  Print	  Empires	  to	  
the	  Glass	  era	  paradox),	  written	  with	  Marco	  Bardazzi	  was	  published	  by	  Rizzoli	  in	  February	  2010.	  

Francesco	  Giavazzi	   is	  professor	  of	  economics	  at	  Bocconi	  university	   in	  Milan,	   Italy,	  where	  he	  has	  been	  
deputy	  rector	  responsible	  for	  the	  university’s	  research	  activities,	  and	  a	  Regular	  Visiting	  Professor	  at	  the	  
Massachusetts	   Institute	  of	   Technology	   (MIT)	   in	  Boston.	  He	   is	   a	   research	   fellow	  and	  a	   trustee	  of	  CEPR	  
(the	  Centre	   for	   Economic	  Policy	  Research)	   in	   London,	   and	  a	   research	  associate	  of	  NBER	   (the	  National	  
Bureau	   of	   Economics	   Research)	   in	   Cambridge	   (Mass).	   He	   is	   a	  member	   of	   the	   Strategic	   committee	   of	  
Agence	  France	  Trésor,	  chairs	  the	  Scientific	  committee	  of	  CEPII	  and	  is	  a	  member	  of	  the	  Bellagio	  Group;	  
and	   an	   independent	   director	   of	   Autogrill	   s.p.a.,	   Vitale&Associati	   s.p.a	   and	   Arsenale	   di	   Venezia	   s.p.a.	  
From	  1992	   to	  1994	  he	  was	  director	  general	  at	   the	   Italian	  Treasury,	   responsible	   for	  economic	  analysis,	  
debt	  management	  and	  privatizations,	  and	  set	  on	  the	  boards	  of	   INA	  s.p.a.,	  Assitalia	  s.p.a.	  and	  Banco	  di	  
Napoli	   s.p.a.,	   where	   he	  was	   also	   the	   deputy	   chairman.	   From	   1998	   to	   2000	   he	  was	   a	  member	   of	   the	  
Group	   of	   economic	   advisers	   to	   the	   Italian	   Prime	  Minister,	   and	   from	   2000	   to	   2010	   a	  member	   of	   the	  
Group	  of	  economic	  advisers	  to	  the	  president	  of	  the	  European	  commission.	  In	  1999	  he	  was	  a	  member	  of	  
the	   External	   Evaluation	   Committee	   of	   the	   Research	   Activities	   at	   the	   IMF.	   In	   1994	   he	   has	   been	   the	  
Houblon-‐Norman	  Fellow	  at	  the	  Bank	  of	  England.	  He	  obtained	  a	  degree	  in	  electrical	  engineering	  from	  the	  
Politecnico	  di	  Milano	  and	  a	  PhD	  in	  economics	  from	  MIT.	  

Dante	  Roscini	   is	   is	  the	  L.E.	  Simmons	  Faculty	  Fellow	  at	  the	  Business,	  Government	  and	  the	  International	  
Economy	   unit	   at	   Harvard	   Business	   School.	   He	   spent	   twenty	   years	   in	   senior	   positions	   at	   some	   of	   the	  
largest	  Wall	  Street	  banks.	  He	  was	   for	  a	  decade	  Head	  of	  European	  Capital	  Markets	   for	  Goldman	  Sachs,	  
then	  Head	  of	  Global	  Equity	  Capital	  Markets	  and	  Head	  of	   the	  European	  Capital	  Markets	  and	  Financing	  
Group	  for	  Merrill	  Lynch	  where	  he	  was	  also	  a	  member	  of	  the	  Capital	  Commitments	  Committee	  and	  of	  the	  
Managing	   Directors	   Promotions	   Committee.	   Finally,	   he	   was	   Country	   Head	   of	   Italy	   and	   Chairman	   of	  
European	   Capital	   Markets	   for	   Morgan	   Stanley.	   He	   was	   also	   a	   board	   member	   of	   Morgan	   Stanley	  
International	   Bank.	   He	   is	   currently	   a	   member	   of	   the	   board	   or	   advisory	   board	   of	   several	   European	  
companies.	  He	   is	  an	  honorary	  member	  of	  the	  Foreign	  Policy	  Association.	  Prof.	  Roscini	  holds	  an	  M.B.A.	  
from	  Harvard	  and	  a	  summa	  cum	  laude	  degree	  in	  nuclear	  engineering	  from	  the	  University	  of	  Rome,	  Italy.	  

	  

	  

	  


